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JESSICA SAVITCH: French President Mitterand is going to
explain his strategy in Chad to the French people next week. And
it's expected that the explanation will widen his rift with the
Reagan administration.

Farlier this week, Mitterand accused the U.S. of
pressuring France to increase its military aid to Chad, and he
complained that he had no advance knowledge Washington was
sending two AWACS planes to keep Chad under surveillance.

Despite the rift between the Mitterand and the Reagan
administrations, Albert Pierce reports the United States is
providing the French with plenty of information on the situation
in Chad.

ALBERT PIERCE: As the French continue their military
build-up in and near Chad, they are receiving detailed intel-
ligence reports from the United States. NBC News has learned
that the U.S. is giving the French up-to-date tactical intel-
ligence information collected by reconnaissance satellites and
U-2 spy planes which fly over Chad three times a day.

One Pentagon source says the U.S. also has offered to
fly the AWACS now in Sudan in training exercises with French
Mirage fighters and Jaguar fighter bombers. The French have
declined, but they would have little difficulty in operating the
AWACS. French personnel have flown with AWACS before and know
how to use them in tactical operations.

French Mirages and Jaguars in six nearby countries could
be used in Chad. Some may be moved to the capital this weekend.
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More than 1,000 French troops are clustered in key towns along an
east-west line in the middle of the country. Some reports say
the total could grow to two to three thousand by the end of the
month.

Along and below this line are 3,000 Chadian government
troops, backed by about 2,500 Zairian paratroopers. Above the
line, according to published reports, are up to 4,000 Libyans
with tanks and tactical aircraft, along with 1,500 Chadian
rebels.

Pentagon officials give this assessment. Colonel Qaddafi
is reluctant to challenge the French directly. His forces are a
long, long way from their supply bases in Libya. The very size
of the French commitment means that they would not withdraw under
pressure or under fire. They have two choices, one Pentagon
official said: either to bring about a de facto partition of
Chad or to defeat the Libyans and the rebels soundly if they
cross that line.

Albert Pierce, NBC News, at the Pentagon.
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